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The American Medical Association Physician’s

Recognition Award and continuing medical

education credit system

is document describes the requirements that must be followed
by accredited continuing medical education (CME) providers in
order to certify activities for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit" and
award credit to physicians. It also describes AMA PRA Category 2
Credit", requirements for physicians wishing to obtain the Ameri-
can Medical Association’s (AMA) Physician's Recognition Award
(PRA) and other important related information. e AMA PRA
has recognized physician participation in CME for more than 40
years. AMA PRA credit is recognized and accepted by hospital
credentialing bodies, state medical licensure boards and medical
specialty certifying boards, as well as other organizations.

Brief history

e AMA was founded by Nathan Davis, MD, in 1847 in
Philadelphia. e rst two committees constituted by the new
organization were the Committee on Medical Education and
the Committee on Ethics, emphasizing the importance the
association and the medical profession placed on these two areas.

e AMA reorganized in 1901 at which time the Committee on
Medical Education became the Council on Medical Education as
it continues to be known today. s elected body of physicians
formulates policy on medical education by making recommenda-
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Category 1 Credit™
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can be found on page 9 and at www.ama-assn.org/go/
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Requirements for educational activities eligible for

AMA PRA Category 1 Credit ™

Certification of activities for AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit ™ by accredited CME
providers

Accredited CME providers must ensure that activities that are

certi ed for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ meet all AMA require-

ments which include the core requirements and format-speci ¢
requirements.

Core requirements for certifying activities for AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit™

Every activity that is certi ed for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit"

must:

1. Conform to the AMAS de nition of CME.

2. Address demonstrated educational needs.

3. Communicate to prospective participants a clearly
identi ed educational purpose and/or objectives in
advance of participation in the activity.

4. Be designed using AMA approved learning formats
and learning methodologies appropriate to the activity’s
educational purpose and/or objectives; credit must be based
on AMA guidelines for the type of learning format used.

5.
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Credits" for a one-hour presentation or 1.5
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ for a 45-minute
presentation for sessions that were designated
for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit". Credit should
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« Beatadepth and scope that require a review of the
literature and a knowledge of the evidence base for the
questions.

o Include a group peer review of the questions in which
the physician question writers personally participate.

Designating and awarding credit for participation in a test
item writing activity

o Accredited CME providers should designate each test
item writing activity for ten (10) AMA PRA Category 1
Credits™.

anusG ipt .y i v (cop jOUr nals)
Manuscript review is a certi ed CME activity in which a
physician learns through the critical review of an assigned
journal manuscript.

To be certi ed for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit",
a manuscript review activity must:

o Meet all AMA core requirements for certifying an
activity.

« Involve a review of an article that has been submitted
for publication in a journal that is included in the
MEDLINE bibliographic database.

« Involve a review of a manuscript that is an original
contribution to the medical literature that requires
multiple reviewers.

«  Provide clear instructions to the physician on how to
successfully complete the activity

« Beatadepth and scope that require a review of the
literature and a knowledge of the evidence base for the
manuscript reviewed.

« Have an oversight mechanism to evaluate the quality of
reviews submitted.

Designating and awarding credit for participation in a
manuscript review activity

o Accredited CME providers should designate each ac-
cepted manuscript review, as documented by the journal
editor, for three (3) AMA PRA Category I Credits™.

o AMA PRA Category 1 Credit" should only be awarded
for a review that is deemed acceptable by the editor.
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PI CME is a certi ed CME activity in which an accredited
CME provider structures a long-term three-stage process by
which a physician or group of physicians learn about spe-

ci c performance measures?, assess their practice using the
selected performance measures, implement interventions to
improve performance related to these measures over a useful
interval of time, and then reassess their practice using the
same performance measures. A Pl CME activity may address
any facet (structure, process or outcome) of a physician’s
practice with direct implications for patient care.

To be certi ed for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit", a PI| CME
activity must:

o Meetall AMA core requirements for certifying an
activity.

o Have an oversight mechanism that assures content
integrity of the selected performance measures.  ese
measures must be evidence based? and well designed
(e.g., clearly specify required data elements, ensure that
data collection is feasible).

o Provide clear instructions to the physicians that de ne
the educational process of the PI CME activity (docu-
mentation, timelines, etc.).

o Provide adequate background information so that
physicians can identify and understand the performance
measures that will guide their PI CME activity, and the
evidence base behind those measures.

« Validate the depth of physician participation by a review
of submitted PI CME activity documentation.

«  Consist of the following three stages:
Stg <A:S genig ¢.om cu.. @t practicp g0 manc
ass -ssm -nt
Assess current practice using the identi ed performance
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Re-assess and re ect on performance in practice mea-
sured a er the implementation of the intervention(s) in
Stage B, by comparing to the assessment done in Stage A
and using the same performance measures. Summarize
any practice, process and/or outcome changes that
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Activities for which AMA PRA Category 1
Credit ™ is awarded directly by the AMA

Some activities do not occur under the auspices of an accredited
CME provider. e Council on Medical Education recognizes
the learning that occurs in completing these activities and allows
physicians to claim AMA PRA Category 1 Credit" directly from
the AMA for the activities de ned in this section.

To claim credit for these activities the physician should apply to
the AMA for a certi cate indicating the AMA PRA Category 1
Credit ™ awarded for completion of each activity. Information and
the direct credit application can be found at www.ama-assn.org/
go/directcredit.  ese activities include:

Teaching at a live activity

Preparing and presenting an original presentation at a live activity
that has been certi ed for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ (if the ac-
credited CME provider has not already awarded credit for this).

ocum -ptation: a copy of the page(s) used by the provider
¥ announce or describe the activity which includes the
name of the speaker, accredited CME provider, AMA Credit
Designation Statement, date and location of the activity.

€% it asgy nm-pt: two (2) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™
per one (1) hour of presentation time.

Publishing articles
Publishing, as the lead author ( rst listed), a peer-reviewed article
in a journal included in the MEDLINE bibliographic database.

ocum -ptation: a reprint or copy of the page(s) of the

/ A
| Il a o, |
& p Sy Se BN .u.., e 5

L L L


http://www.ama-assn.org/go/directcredit
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/directcredit
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/pra
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/pra
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/internationalcme

Requirements for AMA PRA Category 2 Credit ™

AMA PRA Category 2 Credit™ is self-designated and claimed by
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The AMA Physician’s Recognition Award

Professional recognition of
accomplishments in CME

Since 1968, patients and colleagues have recognized the AMA
PRA as evidence of a physician's commitment to keeping current
with the advances in biomedical science, as well as other develop-
ments in medicine. e goals of this award remain the same as
established more than 40 years ago:

To provide recognition for the many thousands of physicians
who regularly participate in CME

To encourage all physicians to keep up-to-date and to
improve their knowledge and judgment by CME

To provide reassurance to the public that Americas
physicians are maintaining their competence by regular
participation in CME

To emphasize the AMAS position as a leader in CME

To emphasize the importance of developing more meaningful
continuing education opportunities for physicians

To strengthen the physician’s position as the leader of the
health service team by focusing attention on his or her
interest in maintaining professional competence.

e AMA encourages all physicians to become involved in a
program that honors them as professionals who participate in
CME in order to better meet the needs of their patients.

In addition, the AMA PRA is widely accepted by multiple entities
as proof of participation in CME. Most state licensing boards
and hospitals will accept the AMA PRA or the AMA approved
application as proof of having met CME requirements.

AMA PRA requirements

Eligibility

Physicians may apply for the AMA PRA if they hold a valid and
current license issued by one of the United States, Canadian or

Mexican licensing jurisdictions, or are engaged in an ACGME-
accredited residency training program in the United States.

Credit requirements for the AMA PRA

In order to apply for an AMA PRA, physicians must earn a speci-

ed number of AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™, either through
accredited CME provider certi ed activities, from the AMA for
direct credit activities, or international activities. e rest of the
credits required for the award may be either AMA PRA Category 1
Credits™ or AMA PRA Category 2 Credits".
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e AMA o ersone-, two- and three-year AMA PRAs. e

requirements for each are as follows:

On ¢y g away

Twenty (20) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ and thirty
(30) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits" or AMA PRA Cat-
egory 2 Credits™ (50 credits total)

Or one year ACGME residency/fellowship training

Two-y g away!

Forty (40) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ and sixty (60)
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ or AMA PRA Category 2
Credits™ (100 credits total)

Or two years ACGME residency/fellowship training

Ji"‘r <oy & awva!

Sixty (60) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits" and ninety (90)
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits" or AMA PRA Category 2
Credits™ (150 credits total)

Or three years ACGME residency/fellowship
training

Or ABMS board certi cation or MoC

e AMA PRA with commendation is available for
physicians who meet the following requirements:

On .y -9 awa\ with comm 4! ation: nin -y (90)
G Y its total
Sixty (60) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits" and thirty (30)

AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ or AMA PRA Category 2
Credits™

Two-y g, awa with comm +f ation: on <hut .4 at

4 hty (180) ¢ ¥ its

One hundred and twenty (120) AMA PRA Category 1
Credits™ and sixty (60) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ or
AMA PRA Category 2 Credits™

i"‘r <&V fr away! with comm i ation: two hutt % ani

svi Dty (270) ¢4 its

One hundred and eighty (180) AMA PRA Category 1
Credits™ and ninety (90) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™
or AMA PRA Category 2 Credits"

e AMA requires that at least half of the credit applied toward
the AMA PRA be within the physician’s specialty or area of
practice. Ethics, 0 ce management and physician-patient
communication can serve as appropriate topics for CME,
but are not considered specialty speci ¢ education.



Award duration

e AMA PRA signals a commitment to ongoing participation in
CME and acknowledges past participation in CME activities. e
AMA grants the award based on the prior one to three years of
CME credit attainment. e award’s term begins on the rst of the
month following the completion date of the latest CME activity
listed on the application for which the physician claimed AMA
PRA Category 1 Credit". For example, a physician applying for a
three-year award whose last activity was on May 21, 2010, will be
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